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conclusion. Included in their total sample were nineteen men in a state
prison who had been convicted of homosexuality. In summarizing their
findings on these men, they say (1936, p. 329):
"If the case-history data supplied by these individuals can be accepted as anywhere
near the truth, the psycho-social formula for developing homosexuality in boys would
seem to run somewhat as follows: too demonstrative affection from an excessively
emotional mother, especially in the case of a first, last, or only child; a father who
is unsympathetic, autocratic, brutal, much away from home, or deceased; treatment
of the child as a girl, coupled with lack of encouragement or opportunity to associate
with boys and to take part in the rougher masculine activities; over-emphasis on
neatness, niceness, and spirituality; lack of vigilance against the danger of seduction
by older homosexual males. The formula, of course, does not always work. Doubtless
many children who grow up in an environment of the kind just described become
nevertheless heterosexual; possibly a majority do. In some of these cases the hetero-
sexual adjustment is made only with difficulty; the man may have little interest in sex,
he may select a wife much older than himself (a mother surrogate), or if he marries
a younger woman she may find it impossible to win- first place in his affections."
It would take us too far afield to examine the varied types of crime
in which neurotics or emotionally unstable individuals indulge. Rather
we shall only select certain illustrations which will show something of
the mental life of such criminals, (For a fuller discussion of neurotic
mechanisms see Chapters XXVII and XXVIII.)
An interesting instance of neuroticism of a somewhat hysteric sort is
witnessed in the swindlers, confidence men, pathological liars, and the
like who represent a rather effective capacity to identify themselves with
others, or, better, to assume the role of being agreeable persons in order
so to exploit those who give them a hearing: On this matter Bromberg and
Thompson (1937, pp. 82-83) remark:
*'.'.. The term *hysterical-swindler' indicates to us an individual who is self-
deceptive, a poser, a counterfeit. He utilizes the same mechanism the hysteric does,
but half intentionally and usually not with the same result. He unconsciously takes
over the role of some person higher in the social scale. The swindler acts out the
assumed personality, submerging his own. Like the hysteric he can throw himself
into another character, even to the point of half believing in his assumed role himself,
because of the partial dissociation of the personality. On the surface he appears to
have no conflicts and could be considered adjusted and successful. But study shows
that his assumption of a pose as a bogus count, a banker, an international figure, a
promoter of large business enterprises, and so on, is in response to an inner need
to bolster up his "ego. In this respect swindlers are neurotic types of a specific kind.
Every swindler does not belong here, but those whose life illustrates the constant need
for dramatization do belong in this group. The type has been delineated because of
the specificity of this kind of personality among many of our swindler cases, whom
we have studied in some detail." (See also'Bromberg and Keiser, 1938.)